most cruel murdering of our messenger and herald-at-arms having
his coat on his back; and also a pursuivant of Scotland appointed
to conduct him, to the intent as it doth evidently appear they
might be the more sure to have him in the way at such place
as it appeareth they had determined for that purpose; the like
treachery being never before heard of amongst the most cruel and
barbarous people of the world. Wherefore you shall on our
behalf most heartily desire and pray our good brother the French
King, that, seeing we have been thus used by the said Scots, he
will, in respect of our amity and of the treaty between us, take
order that none of his subjects shall in any wise directly or
indirectly favour, aid or assist them, but that he will for his part
deal with us in this matter uprightly, as we do, and have done,
in this time of trouble between him and the Emperor. And if
he shall allege that the Scot is his old confederate, and that he is
bound by treaty to aid and assist him for defence of his own;
to that you may answer, that if he so do, he shall not do with
us as we have done with him in this trouble between him and
the Emperor. For we might have given the Emperor aid when
he was now invaded, which we did not, but kept ourself indiffer-
ent, and so we trust he will do now with us, and not give aid to
the Scot, seeing that all this matter hath his original of him, and
also that he hath sithens used himself as is declared. And further
you may say, it is specially provided by treaty, that, in case the
Scot enter into England with above one hundred men, he shall
not be taken as a comprehens in their amity. And seeing he hath
not only entered, both at the beginning, and now lately, with
many thousands, but also used himself thus barbarously towards
us, you may say we have such a trust and opinion that, both for
his own honour, and also in respect of our friendship, and of
our proceedings with him, he will in no wise make himself any
party with him. And what his answer shall be hereunto, and
what you can further learn of his inclination in this and all other
occurrents, our pleasure is you shall give us advertisement with
all possible diligence.

To Henry the death of James seemed an assurance that the
opportunity for which he had always schemed had at last arrived.